












criminalizing health care 
providers and pregnant people. 
The impact of the recent 
Alabama ruling was felt 
immediately as hospital systems, 
fertility treatment centers, and 
health clinics halted all IVF 
services. The ruling continues to 
have profound reverberating 
effects across the country, 
creating additional barriers for an 
a I ready complex, expensive, 
emotional, and difficult to 
navigate process. More than two 
dozen bills have been introduced 
in state legislatures this year in an 
attempt to establish fetal 
person hood, and it is clear that 
conservatives are using 
person hood to build upon their 
agenda to restrict, ban, 
criminalize, and ultimately 
eliminate the right to an 
abortion, a goal that grew closer 
to success in June 2022 with 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women's 
Health Organization, the 
Supreme Court decision that 
overturned Roe v. Wade. 

Today,just two years after the 
newly-constituted conservative 
majority Su pre me Court ended 
nearly SO years of constitutional 
protections for abortion in the 
United States, we continue to see 
and experience the ha rmfu I 
impacts of this ruling. An 
estimated 22 million women, or 
one in three, in addition to 
gender non binary people who 
may become pregnant, now live 
in states where abortion is either 
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unavailable or severely 
restricted.

5

The reality is that 
laws banning abortion cause 
chaos, confusion, and 
jeopardizes prompt and 
efficient health care for people 

. . . . 
experiencing miscarriages, 
pregnancy loss, medical 
emergencies, and 
complications during 
pregnancy. 

Women's rights, reproductive 
freedom, bodily autonomy, and 
gender justice are deeply 
connected to democracy. 
Research indicates that attacks 
on abortion are indicative of 
rising authoritarianism.6 Indeed, 
the U.S. has experienced an 
acceleration of restrictive 
legislation on abortion, but also 
on contraception, gender­
affirming care, and IVF, at the 
same time as a proliferation of 
voter suppression laws across 
states, impacting people of color 
the most. As of the time of this 
paper's publication, we are 
awaiting yet another landmark 
Supreme Court ruling on 
mifepristone, which could again 
significantly alter the landscape 
of abortion access via 
telemedicine and medication 
abortion pills, and undermine 
the authority of the FDA as a 
regulatory institution by 
allowing special interest groups 
with no standing to substitute 
their own unscientific claims 
about the safety of medicines. 

https://www.guttmacher.org/2022/10/100-days-post-roe-least-66-clinics-across-15-us-states-have-stopped-offering-abortion-care
https://freedomhouse.org/article/why-strongmen-attack-womens-rights






https://www.reproductivefacts.org/faqs/quick-facts-about-infertility/










https://doi.org/10.1016/j.xfre.2021.08.007
https://southernbirthjustice.org/birth-justice








https://bpr.berkeley.edu/2021/07/10/the-lasting-harms-of-toxic-exposure-in-native-american-communities/
https://bwwprod.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/One-Hair-Story-Final-small-file-size-3142016.pdf
https://www.statista.com/statistics/713378/total-women-s-health-funding-by-the-national-institutes-for-health/#:~:text=Women's%20health%20funding%20by%20the,dollars%20during%20fiscal%20year%202022


https://www.apa.org/pi/women/committee/infertility-bipoc#:~:text=Some%20have%20found%20that%20married,treatment%20than%20White%20women%206
















https://rewirenewsgroup.com/article/2018/11/28/where-are-all-the-sperm-donors-of-color/
https://www.insider.com/egg-sperm-donor-diversity-lacking-race-2020-9


https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/coverage-and-use-of-fertility-services-in-the-u-s/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/discrimination-prevents-lgbtq-people-accessing-health-care/


https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/lgbt-poverty-us/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/lgbt-poverty-us/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/lgbt-poverty-us/


https://resolve.org/learn/financial-resources-for-family-building/insurance-coverage/insurance-coverage-by-state/


https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/coverage-and-use-of-fertility-services-in-the-u-s/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/coverage-and-use-of-fertility-services-in-the-u-s/
https://www.allianceforfertilitypreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2021-03.pdf


https://www.mercer.us/our-thinking/healthcare/new-survey-finds-employers-adding-fertility-benefits-to-promote-dei.html
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/news/press-releases/duckworth-pressley-introduce-bill-to-support-families-experiencing-pregnancy-loss-invest-in-research-#:~:text=The%20Support%20Through%20Loss%20Act,resources%20and%20patient%2Dcentered%20care
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/news/press-releases/duckworth-pressley-introduce-bill-to-support-families-experiencing-pregnancy-loss-invest-in-research-#:~:text=The%20Support%20Through%20Loss%20Act,resources%20and%20patient%2Dcentered%20care


https://www.americanprogress.org/article/reproductive-justice-for-disabled-women-ending-systemic-discrimination/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/reproductive-justice-for-disabled-women-ending-systemic-discrimination/
https://www.ncd.gov/assets/uploads/reports/2012/ncd-rocking-the-cradle.pdf
https://www.ncd.gov/assets/uploads/reports/2012/ncd-rocking-the-cradle.pdf


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/us/abortion-laws-roe-v-wade.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/feb/20/alabama-supreme-court-frozen-embryos-children-ruling-ivf
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/alabama-ivf-clinic-halts-services-after-state-rules-frozen-embryos-are-children_n_65d63d01e4b0cc1f2f7a731f
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/4573577-alabama-hospital-stop-ivf-treatments-litigation-concerns/





























